
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Sullivan: 
 
Thank you for your informative detailed letter of August 1, 2014, describing your integrated 
wastewater and stormwater master plan project.  The letter effectively conveyed some of the 
financial, compliance and economic development challenges that Fall River faces as it works to 
address compliance with applicable environmental laws.  The information presented 
demonstrates that the City has put considerable thought into the elements of a plan to integrate 
all of the City’s Clean Water Act regulatory requirements in an economically sustainable manner 
consistent with the goals and principles of the Integrated Planning Approach described in EPA’s 
memo of June 5, 2012, signed by Nancy Stoner and Cynthia Giles. 
 
We would like to highlight several of the positive aspects of your description of the planned 
wastewater and stormwater master planthe plan that you outlined.  The letter touches on many 
elements of the June 2012 framework, including indicating identifying the regulatory scope of 
the plan, the inclusion of stakeholder input, establishing  and metrics for measuring success, and 
establishing a process for evaluating alternatives and assessing financial impacts. It appears that 
the scope of your initial planning includes identifying the tasks, timing, costs and affordability of 
the City’s required activities to address discharges from the City’s permitted wastewater 
treatment plant (WWTP), combined sewer overflows (CSOs), and Sanitary Sewer Overflows 
(SSOs).  The letter suggests that the City may extend this analysis to municipal separate storm 
sewer system (MS4) discharge requirements and flooding issues as well to integrate the tasks, 
priorities and costs within the plan.  
 
We look forward to further information as the plan develops, including the City’s processes for 
public participation in development of the plan to meet water quality standards and other Clean 
Water Act requirements. .  EPA also wants to encourage the City to explore opportunities 
incorporating sustainability and innovation in your planning.  For instance, we hope the City will 
examine the potential for green infrastructure to implement storm water solutions in those area 
where the subsurface will support it.  We will be happy to work with your team on these aspects 
of the planning effort. 
 
EPA agrees that it would be useful to meet at key intervals to share information among the City, 
MassDEP and EPA, including discussion of how the the impacts on the integrated planning 
process can effectively incorporate of many of the individual subjects you enumerate.  This will 
ensure open lines of communication concerning the plan, including ensuring that the City is 
aware of and incorporates regulatory priorities and financial capability guidance in its planning 
effort, consistent with the June 2012 framework. 
 
EPA looks forward to CDM Smith’s evaluation of the WWTF and the impact of integrating 
nitrogen removal into necessary WWTF rehabilitation.  Unfortunately EPA disagrees with the 
contention that nitrogen concentrations currently discharged from the WWTF are “very low.”  
EPA’s review of Fall River’s DMR data indicates that the average TN concentration discharged 





 
 
Ken Moraff, Director 
Office of Ecosystem Protection 
David Cash, Commissioner MassDEP 
Susan Studlien, EPA/OES 
 
 




